

fjjFmhl^rZ?^ BOXING Colombian featherweight Jaime Polo laces up his shoes at 
Fifth Street Gym, a meeting place for the young, the old and the Occasional champion 


BRIAN Smith Miami Herald Staff 


ideh 

GLOVES 

fifth street gym 
takes its shot 
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By ROBERT LOHRER 

Herald Sports Writer 

hey’re talking about a comeback on 
South Beach, the real estate agents, the 
politicians. They’re saying the south end 
of Miami Beach will be great 
_ again; that people will flock 
back and the value of the real estate 
will rise like the tide. 

The Fifth Street Gym knows all 
about comebacks. It has been witness 
to a thousand of them. But when the 
South Beach prophecy is fulfilled and 
the area is reborn, will the once-great 
boxing gym still stand at Fifth and 
Washington? 

In the past 5 'A years, the Fifth 
Street Gym has had three propri¬ 
etors. Some say it is only a matter of 
time before the gym’s ringside bell 
rings for the final time, that revital¬ 
ization will only hasten its demise 
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Others don’t buy the notion. “The gym has 
plenty of future because it has so much past,’ 
said Angelo Dundee, who trained such cham¬ 
pions as Carmen Basilio, Willie Pastrano and 
Cassius Clay, later Muhammad Ali, in the 
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Spartan second-floor flat. 

There, the walls are covered with yellowed 
light placards and press clips. The wood on 
the floor is worn smooth, and the paint on the 
wallsis peeling. The sun and a naked 100-watt 
1 bulb above the ring light the gym. Two 
fans twist in the afternoon air. 

For a boxer, though, heaven is a 
ring, three heavy bags and three train¬ 
ing tables. Thie Filth Street Gym — 
Roosevelt Ivotv'r Fifth Street Gym , 
Home of Champions it says on the 
pinl»-painted walls outside — comes 
with little mo e. There is not even a 
water fountai i inside. 

Nobody c* mplains. Every after¬ 
noon, boxer' u^ss through the open 
door and ( lind* tl e stairs to the inner 
sanctum. ¥' sHy they are young and 
hopeful, and know only a smidgen of 
the history U at made this a boxing 
mecca. Chri* 1 ‘undee, boxing promot¬ 
er, opened the gym lr 1950. He came to Miami 
from South Philade'phia, via New York City. 
His brother, Angel ' followed a year later. 

They found a rap 4 audience for the show Chris 
Please turn to SOUTH BEACH / 7D 




















































